
GREAT ZOO 
The original Zoo was designed by the Milwaukee 
County Planning Department (now called 
Architectural Engineering), the Milwaukee County 
Landscape Architect, the professional Zoo staff 
and private architecture firms. 

 

Milwaukee zoos mission is to 
inspire public understanding, 
support and participation in 
global conservation of animal 
species and their natural 
environment by creating a 
unifying bond between our 
visitors and the living earth. 

The Milwaukee 
County Zoo 
began in the 
1890s as a 
miniature 
mammal and 
bird display in a 
barn at what is 
now Washington 
Park. By 1902, 
the Zoo had 23 
acres of land and 
800 animals. In 
1937, when all 
parks went 
under the 
jurisdiction of 
the Milwaukee 



County Park Commission, the Zoo had grown to 38 acres. In 1958, the Zoo moved 
to its present 190-acre location bordered by Highway 45, Bluemound Road, 
Highway 100 and Interstate 94, opening in 1961 
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A great convention, in a great city, on a great lake! 
With great places to see and Enjoy! 
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